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_Haiﬂes Ensmuimn s furst Asaan prmcapal Ambl oo as hus siuéents aﬁectmnaien
 ly called him — supported extra-curricular actwutaes and promoted interaction
among ieachem, students and himself. The result was a school which buzzed

R i b R S Y s

A TRUE-BLUE Raffle-
‘slan - that's Mr V.
“Ambiavagar, former
student, teacher and
;prmczpal at
Infstltmmn

oo Having: rmen fmin the
- ranks, Mr Ambiavagar,

78, ean claim to knﬂw :111 |

‘-35]}?{‘1“3 of hfe ‘1t the
- sc¢hool. -

““1 identified m v&elf

"with the school — not for

- years. but for decades.
My life was RI,"* he said,
: btu{if.,nts d.nd teachers
who o worked with him

remember his determina-
“tion to-

get evervone
working 1ogether fGI‘ the
~gooa of the school.

" Butl his role  as

. Soon- after. he was ap-

'-_RI

el acanRg s DLERCIpas
pf  RI, Mpr Ambiavagar
found Th at he had a cul-
tural barrier to cross be-

fore he could start tack-
| his teachers were then

ling school matters.
Many teachers resented
- him, and some were even
hestile he recalled.
“Il‘ﬂm{‘:'.lll}', the trouble
was [rom. some. local
teachers, rather than

from the many European

‘ones in the S{.hm}l then.”"
But his hard work amﬂﬁ_

goet the

dmermmatmn to
best for his atudents 8000
- wnn the staff over.

A former RI teacher =
said: ‘We could gee what'
_ give
‘the best to the. atudent&
-He was tough ot teachers

he wanted was to

“who e glected “their

duties — and he did this =

e -:i'nr the good of students.”

- ing problems were over-
come, |

A 'mg
s ﬁorﬁ in

| 1807,
f‘&mblavagir

Raffles Institution here.

- In 1928, he bhecame a -

teéacher, and this was the
start of a 33-year

later, |

Emmp!e

: “I IEdl"Ht ot abnut
te*tr*hing by pwkmg up

-tips from good teachers. [

| ‘asked myself what 1 ad-

_ mired most about certain
“teachers. And 1 tried to
remember 1o do the same

GthEI‘S,

Lo aleo | nnte:} whatf e
other teachers
and:I tried to

- made
“unpepular,
avaoel rl
things,’

dmng thﬂqe

he said. '

ther of five, said he used
this a;}pr*(}ar*h on princi-
pals too. '

- Amﬁng.-tije
which came across loud
and clear were that a

strong dose of discipline
' and that

Was necessary,
the principal and teach-
ers had to set an example
for students to follow.

- "I had to be very striet
about boys who came to
school late. But it

al,” he said.

Rdf{I{-}S -

““He used to call s

e
school's first: Asian ‘head -
‘wasg not an- gasy. one,

~their own

it was plam mz!-

MI
. attended- |

- Kuala Lumpur's Method-
ist Boys' School and then .

Ambiavagar
_sportsman hlmselt with a
. wide range of interests.
- *'He wanted the boys to
: "dewlﬂp
- rmany areas as possible,

Litai so they conld get a we]_l-_ :

in education. Four years .
he was. pﬁﬁted m__

- each day.

Mr Amblavaghe. 45t

pﬂintém |

- diffienit when sorne of the
. teachers were not. ﬁunrtu—~

promotmg gmdter 1r1ter-'_""__
action among himself, the 18
teachers and the stu-..". o

dents,

school.

weal], Mo
A fﬂrmer qtuden

us ‘into his office to talk
about _a.- special school
function’ coming up.

- “In.those davs, it was
a big thing to be invited

into the: pI*lHﬂlpdl’b office

“Teaf*hmb 5

4 !'n- o T
L.I.-Lll..'lb.-i-l..‘l'F' L.I'I‘ f -l .;.;i._..; H,.H-J,l

a whaole, and not

jects.'”
Mr Ambtavagar

able to embark together

on more pupii—centred ac-

fivities.

‘Schoal db&.t'mbhes were
one of the first areas of @ |
-~ attack. Instead of having
only the prmmpal makmg'

-SpeﬁLth

take the btaue_

Enteres&s

The response WdS gﬁad

Both teachers and: stu-»_.f--_.'a
dents

ucational issues.
And “Mr

leamin

should not be canﬁned ta.f.'_'
the c]asm“mm, R

The

flwr
was a

recalled:

interests in

halanced education.”’

- One of Mr Ambiava-
gars innovations: was to

extend physical education -
classes to all students.

(PE was taught only in
the lower classes at that'

time.)

He fﬂmid that many.
boys could not take part.
m games = because only

“one. game was played
And the time |
in my deflhngs w 1thfﬁ; allotted for games was
- very: short. - g
He talked with hlS staff
about havmg longer
“game times and n

tivities. Daubtful at flI‘St Gl

“Both teachers and stu: B B
dents like to be consulted |  ~—¥=
on matters relating to the . jig@ =
I found. that by fin o
“involving them in deci~:'- g
sion making, they re- o pRE
‘Sponded fﬂ

and be aﬂked for an opin--
: 1{'11'1 ' j
Mr Ambmvaga.r noted - .o sl -
j-_thdt the teachers appmei—.__.;--'
ated this toa. S oR

teaching sub- :

Yeachers and
students  were invited tn-

tried to discuss _.:-_;;
"-'_'_'thm ht-pr{m)kmg as'well

Ambmvag:ifj—
‘was very pleased, for he .

‘believes that

‘After the. initial teethu-- % g .'_.the tezgchers SO0 reahsed

wsih ac&waty and students who en;oyed spendmg mm*e tume there
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Mr &mhiavagar* i ‘Taachﬁm am] studtants like tn ha mnfsulteﬂ on matters mlﬂ,tﬁn tﬂ the
- school, to be inwlvesl in dacision making.” | thograph by NGHAI CHEE waﬂH |

"._made it a pumt tn attend- that pmncipals tadav-

. in games and enjo

as -

10re ac-- .-

- the &dvantagea of the
SUme pz a palz . scheme’
g presen inecipal -
“of RI, Mr AK. Digamo-
ney,

many more

boys muld now take part- |
the

school's sports fac tles.

- Up to 12 teams of stu-
_.dents could play tennis,
‘basketball and volleybaﬂ'--
- during the week, 1nste&d |
: of only two teams. L

. The school buzzed wﬁh |
.;.actmty
looked forward to spend-

and the students

ing more time there. '

To further boost spnrtsf
Mr Ambxavagar

at RI

-

_,‘-remember ‘ﬁmht
“games. He enjoyed them
S0 much; and..
his:
'-.nﬁt }llSt for show."":

- as, many inter-house . and--
| thEI‘~S(EhGﬂ1 games

passible

Bl U AT nﬂt mﬂy encuur—‘ .
aged teachers io attend
-;tﬂa but also Kept up
- sporting spirit,!’ he said.

A furmer student nnw'
_a doetor in: private’ prac-
htieey:

recalled: ‘1. still

presence | ere _was

Mr Amhiava gar f eels

lnteractwn in the aﬂd days i
was much easier. A princi-

pal could get to know his |

_ students better,

and then

shape his administration so

that he had personal con-
tact w;th a great number of

i Ehemi

as - j:. mﬂrﬁ pupl}-'-‘r

the -

‘at the

ou' knew - today:

that

' -human being'

life. 15 .
SRas Y Yt arnhitwn h:-u»
always . heen to inculecate

"-.:-.-'-hdve a tougher job, with

n their

“Inter*mtiun m the ulfi

:days wag much easier, A

principal could get ‘to

know his students better,

and then shape his

‘administration so that he
~had personal contact with
‘a great number of them.”

His advice to principals

well . — 80 well,
everyone .
working hard.

‘indeed,
enjays

get to know both
-teavhers ‘and students

““The main focus oE a

s life is his
work, -And a

| person, dedi-
cated to his work will get.

the m{}&t hapmnesq out ﬂ['

in my students the phi-

. losophy that life is work
o and work is life. '

“Work (is the _baslﬁ of

-~ true h*lppinem and true
_";morah ty.”!



